- -

HOLY FAMILY PARISE = PORT ALLEN, LA. L[-"‘
uﬂﬂ. QFHP;J sam SEE AR EEE FEE =X
_ - +* . ' ¥
ﬁ;’:,g‘ *y (SaRen haastilm
E‘f__. J Histerlonl Skstoh —— ﬂl_..---—------'l""".

On August ¥, 1620, the Misalens of Leobdall spd Fort Allen
ittachad from the paTent chureh of S5t. Josaph i hHston Houpe and
wi imto a sepaTate parochial unit with Lobdell 22 e ariginal
% psat. Lobdell is a settilement in the sugar-growing secticn of
3zton Houpe parishk, loeated on the Miss.asippli Alver about five
spatraam from Fort 4llen whkich 16 %the ciwvil =arish seat. Thea
ation is socattered for the most part cmong the various sugas
fatigns of the purrounding seglon. The settlement had formerly

t river lamding of some conseguonce ard in earlier days wap

tois snodugh to Tegulrs the asrvices of a resldent pastar, Tith
tadlual Aselins of the river trade,  tho ceascless ancroachmants of
itream itself, the movement of population, the Lobdell of other
tas pow become little more thafl & mEROTY.

As Tar as 1% ls poasible To retonptruet the histery of the
4t from informetinz availabls im the churelk rocords, 1T appeaArs
t the Rovw. E. M. Lossuars was the firat resident pamsoX and his term
tdgd from Janpuary 1876 until May 188EZ. e was puccocded by the

. one who served the parish but for a short ipterval, belng
ﬂ'- the Hev. F. —aroche in the carly part of 1B83. Fathor

vamnined as pastor until June 1lESE, when he waa apparantly

204 & year's leave of absence during whieh time we Tind the Hov.
% ¥siion in charge. Father Laroche returned o porish in June
7, and served continuously thearsafier until Jume 1880, At this timo,
iev, A, E. &'Hommes was nppointed to succeed him. TFather A'Hommesa's
Nerate came %o 4 close im January 1894,and hs was reningead by the
« P 3. Hemly who was in echarge of the parieh until Auguat 1B899.
sr ffoealy's sucocesaor was the Rev, Roberi Poise who wam destlined
is the last rasident pastor, aa the parish savaried ta Yhe atatunm
| =tagion 4n May 1904, being attasched to OGrosas Tsts vndar the
israke of the Rev, Francis Hadeaux. From xay 1e04 to Dacomber 1Hﬂﬁ,’“
sigatlonns of Lobdsll aznd FPorTit aﬂE’n wars served from Groase Tete by .

U4r Dndanux.

in December 1906, these Mwo =igelonas wors srapnafarred o0 T
« Jogoph Chureh, Taten Rouge, under the pastorats of the Hev. J. T. 3
SgEno. Father Sgligane gava complete charge of tho (cat haten Rouge
iz to his smsistant, the Rev, Adrian Loots, who attended them

lerly until April 1009. The Hov. a. polnom, likewirs assistant

'Wten flaupgs, also rendered service for o short time.

fn Taptusry of 1910, the misslons of Lobdell and 'art Allen
i nore changed handas and we find tham agaln allied to OGrosae Taota,.
Ylay, . 0. Cambimire, who had momnwhile neesn sppolnted paator of
mas Tete, had chnrge of then gntil June 19013, e was replaced %Sem-
rily by the Rev, Vincont fioline, asasistant at Daton Hougpe, doring

1hentha of July and August, 19l4.

In July 1915, Lobdell and PFort allexn wera edopted u second

® by St. Joseph Church, Haton Houge, undsr tha pastorste of the Very

. iTthur Drossserta. Lhey wera served by the Fart. Yincent Frats,

nistant, until April 19168, sad by the Hev. . H. Chauvin, al=so assistant,
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shant dmte until February 1617. When Father Chauvin was aoslpgnad

sere, Father Prats agsln tocn chorge of poth missions mad contl-

thun until Japuary 191%. &t thls time, the cure of the iJeat Raton

' einnions was Silvided bofwoen the Two pantatanta. Fesher Irata

auad in eharpe of Leobdell, where a new ghnpel hsd Jjuas bosn eample ted

il through his efforta, and Jors Allen wos given in =Large of the
luaten Cealiloust who had but rocently Desn named nszistant at Haton
et until September of tThe some

y, This arraongemcnt continued in affa
ahon Father Cotiloust wos assigned care of hoth misslons.

“ha follewing yeas, August 3, 1920, the mlssiona of Lohdell
st Aller wers sracted into o EOTATASD rarish, ne aforesald, snd
av. Luoien Cailloust was appointed the first pastor., Father
touet Llmmedistely took up his —eaidenca Bi Lobdell whers he =an
hesplitably given a home by the lats Mra. NoTs Cronan, jopding the
Hen of & Teotory. On Auguss 23, 1#%B0, Mepsras. Locn Deraard ard
* Heurs wara appolatad the Tivat irusteda tg sarve an the Bsard of
"tgrg. Thae parlah was ipéorporated under tha titlie af the Oongra=-
W of Sta, Feter and Paul Romam Catholie ghurek snd the Tirat meetlag
*» Sgnrd was held eon Septembar 17, 1620, The charter was Tiled wlih

Meretary of S%ats om September EZ, 1920.

The proparty on which stood the chapsl at Lobdell had heen
‘ted by=whe Cromnn family im the eariy part of 1918 when tha connirud=
‘s & meow lavee mede it noceapaTy to demolish the old ochurch and
4 & naw one Turthsr removed Irom the river. Tt was oo this aew
kv that the Teciory wal bullt, adjolning the sghurali.. The tuilding

torpleted and ready for oocoupancy in Februsry 192l.

The chapel in Fort allen was & g=nll frame atructure located
i plot of ground originally dunduﬂﬁn Archbilsher Tanssens on llarch 11,
L The building dntas from that time., It oust have basn originally
amill no an sddition wns made %6 1% in couras af time o bring it
43 prosont dimensions of 30 x &0 ft. The Lobdall chapel woz apprexi-
¥ the soma slze, *t was this oléd ohapsl in Pari illen Yaat anrved
! \ince of worship Cfar the Catholics of the gommunity Tfer 35 yesara,
hE atteanded repgularly from Lobdall while *he pastior rasidad thara,
was snid on Sundnys and hely days and twige Auring the woek, oh
ays ond Fridoye. tatechetlical instructions waro also givan io0
ts p wmak, During Lent and on other apocial oocnalons, avenliy s6r=
i wers provided on t¥a nights o wask or on Sunday. Similar parvicas
repularly held st Lobdell, a0 that heth conprepations Tecoived
1} sttontinn. A notable event wap the firat offiaial wi=lt of fiils
illency, Archbishop John 4. Shaw, te the new parish,whan he mnlao
‘sistorod the sacpament of Cenflrmationm o & elana of Forty boys
sirlp, oz Kovember Z7, 1983. That year was niso maorked by the
toiasfion given in tha pmnrishk Irom Mareh 11 to Mareh 23th under

shlp Airsction of Hev. Charles Caasidy, G.FP.

pay seen, the larger percnntape of the membsras
4 around Port allen and the pervican there
Thias was due to & prealtor copcontration
4 sasler amans of ncoens to the ohurchs

tima went on, 1% becane inereasingly evident that the situation would
\ tn he Teversed and Fort Allen made the periasn sect with Lobdell aas
tsglon. The growih nnd fovelopment of Fort allen kept apacse awith the
r, while Lobdell steadily dopelined 2us to unforsSunats puglaess

Strange as 1%
iy npoarish rasldsd in an
t glways better attendad.
s population in that area n
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itians in the srriculiuvral area which obliged mnny Uanthelle reml-

3 to amlerate from the parich. TFor: Allon had the advnntage of

r yloe tha aivil parish osesat and therefare a loégical centsr for
tptablishment of m c¢hureh -arish. Its location directly oppocite
dapital City of Louismiana mnd its rvapid development lato a

boosivs town were other facters whioh Justified the bellsf thot
wlfare of the parish would best be served by & chenge Lo location.

[t was with this sventuelity in mind that provisien for
fiture nesds of the pariah was made in the purchase of n centrally
tad sgunre of ground on Karch 21, 1928, Two yeara later, on
En;ﬂ. 1%2%, formal approval of His Exeellency, Archblshep John W,

, wos obtained to proceed with the removal of the rectory from
W1l té TFeart Allen., Thls actien nct witk the apsreval of the proat
irity of the parishisners who algned & potitien reguesting 1t.
%1l work of dismantling tha reotory began on September 6, 1827, and
mterinls were transferred to Port Allen where L3t was rebullt on
ew churell propertys The ©ld chapel in mnother sscilon of the
h santinuad te sorve es parish chureh until a larger one eould
treated on the new location. This was not long felayed ma aciunl
itrpetion on the naw buildiog began om June 20, le26. The present
ek, & commodious structdrs with o sesting capaclity of 500 and
‘7 furnlohed, was complieted in time to be dedicated on Thankssiviag
, Hovembar 29, 1928. The congregation was honored by tha presonas
‘ha arehbisheap, three prelates, and a scoTe of Visiting priexnts
that mamorable cecamion. The ohursh was TLllled te the doora with
lshloners, frisnds and well-wishers among the lanity. incer such
‘lelous alreumstaness, the pariah of the Hely Family, Fort illem,
3 lts career With mueh prosmise. It has steadlly progressed avoer
e anid 1s mointsining s heolthy apiritusl and temporal gprowth.
' to ndvance prediections, the town of Port Allen hap forpged Aahead
hes pttrocted new dwallers with the sxcellent sdvuntuses it has
s##far tha homaespeker. The Catholia elenmsnt in the reosulting

wasn nf population lam baen preponderant, so that to-daoy She
Flah pupbers opproximatoly 1300 Catholle ooulis.

The old elapel in Fort Allen hes now heen convertsd Into o
Fieh hall where religious Anstiuoction classcs sre held dally,

itk mocletleg cmsambla, and church beneflts are occositonally glves,
Frhupnl ot Lobdell has now censed to axint as pugh., fith the
-lgglar of ths arehbichep wnd by resslution of the doored of

‘“ttore, Lt was dlsposed of by oale oz February 3, 1938, Trkia

lsn was made necessary by the constructlien olfanew lovea lina al

11 rogquiring the syvacuntion of the ghireh propariy. The Ehapal
‘a8t boon in nas, exgept for aamtochetlenl instrustion, minoas

Hry 1920, At that tims, Sundoy Mass was dlscontimnoed ct Lobilell
vty the small number of attendants which Ald oot Ju=s%iTy the

e, 1%t wna faund nora desirable to heve two mazses on Suniday

it allen whero the neead was ore propsuncad. The wiatom af this
" bronine immedlately apperent ln the neotable incrTenas in attosnilance
‘elh masmas, The shart dlatanee separatlap [.obdell frowm Tert Allen,
% trgyel made sosy by mofcl roeda,placed Mass withiz convonileat

'8 of nlls A8 8 wobter of rreoter focllity for the school ahil-

t, entacheatign) inakrugilons are atlll glvean fwies wooRiy Lo o

Al pumber of childrasn livlnp in the Lohdall ssetor. fut the auto=
1= and ths paved road of tea=day have ollmionted ithe noecessaluy
“aripe I'aly Mass ealahrated on Junday in churohes enly o Tow

48 apart, saponintlly where The sitendance dges not justify °
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s fur ary fron the 4cys af the early plonesrs when travel Trom
iszlen to nnother entnilasd hardship end aften reguired the grenter
m of o Aday. Te-4sy, the senvenlence of the teleplione, tao

thlle, and thoe hnrd-surfaced road ploees tha furiheal gerzel of
arlgh within Tiftesn minutes of %the parvioss of the priest.

I thinga are now so matter-of-fack ehat 4% 15 sorfetinmes diffioull
‘ifze that this atartling change has bean affe=ted durings the
teimty vears. Jhile deplering many of tHe abusss aitsendont ujpoh
fial procrees, honesty conpels tha sdnmisslon that it hme boan ons
W Chyroh®s greatest allies in extending her scope af scllvity
‘*inping the beneflis of Feliglon to pyvaryora's dooroteap. TO

1t Teopress as ap efficlent miaslonary in prometing the work of

s souls la the groas gpportunlity 5% tha heur. Pay future Hlstody
{late this opportunity imte & reaord of magomplloimont.

(San. Lokela L)
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